
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



LETTERS. 



ABRAHAM LINCOLN TO SIMEON FRANCIS.^ 

"Springfield, Illinois, August 4, 1860. 
'Triend Francis: 

"I have had three letters from you — one, a long one, received in 
February; one, telling me of th« deputation of Mr. Greeley to cast the 
vote of Oregon in the Chicago convention, received a few days before 
that convention; and one written since you knew the result of your 
Oregon election, received a few days ago. I havie not, till now, 
attempted an answer to any of them, because I disliked to write you 
a mere note, and because I could not find time to write at length. 

"Your brother Allen has returned from California, and, I under- 
stand, intends remaining here. Josiah is running the J. P. court, 
about as when you left — We had a storm here last night which did 
considerable damage, the largest single instance of which was the 
Withies — A wall of their brick shop building was thrown in, and, it 
is said, destroyed ten thousand dollars worth of carriages. I have 
heard of no personal injury done. 

"When you wrote, you had not learned of the doings of the Demo- 
cratic convention at Baltimore; but you will be in possession of it all 
long before this reaches you. I hesitate to say it, but it really appears 
now, as if the success of the Bepublican ticket is inevitable. We have 
no reason to doubt any of the States which voted for Fremont. Add 
to these, Minnesota, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey, and the thing ia 



1 Note. — Simeon Francis was editing The Oregonian. He edited the Illinois 
State Journal at Springfield, Illinois, from 1831 to 1857, and during those years 
formed the acquaintance of Mr. Lincoln, which ripened into a life-long and most 
intimate friendship. Mr. Francis came to Portland in 1859, and was connected 
with The Oregonian until September 9, 1861, when he was appointed Paymaster 
in the United States Army. David Logan, spoken of, was a son of Judge Stephen 
T. Logan, once a law partner of Mr. Lincoln at Springfield. Colonel Baker, 
alluded to, was Edward Dickinson Baker, a mutual friend of Mr. Lincoln and 
Mr. Francis, who came to California in 1852, and to Oregon early in 1860. He 
was elected to the United States Senate by the Oregon legislature in September, 
1860, raised a regiment for the Union soon after the beginning of the Civil War, 
and was killed at the head of his command at the battle of Ball's Bluff, Virginia, 
October 21, 1861. The letter was given to the Oregon Historical Society by 
Mrs. Byron Z. Holmes, a niece of Mr. Francis. The "Allen" referred to was 
Hon. Allen Francis, Mrs. Holmes' father, who for many years was United States 
Consul at Victoria, British Columbia. This letter is printed for the first time. — 
Oeorge H. Himes, Assistant Secretary, 
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done. Minnesota is as sure as such a thing can be, while the democ- 
racy are so divided between Douglas and Breckinridge in Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey that they are scarcely less sure. Our friends are also 
confident in Indiana and Illinois. I should expect the same division 
would give us a fair chance in Oregon. Write me what you think 
on that point. 

"We were very anxious here for David Logan's election. I think 
I will write him before long. If you see Col. Baker, give him my 
respects. I do hope he may not be tricked out of what he has fairly 
earned. 

"Make my kindest regards to Mrs. Francis; and tell her I both hope 
and believe she is not so unhappy as when I saw her last. 
"Your friend, as ever, 

"A. LINCOLN." 



The following is a copy of an autograph letter, now owned 
by the Society, from Gen. George E. Pickett who, in July, 
1863, led the Confederate charge against the Federal forces at 
Gettysburg. The person to whom it is addressed was Major, 
afterwards Colonel, Reuben F. Maury, a veteran of the Mexi- 
can War, an Oregon pioneer of 1852, and Lieutenant-Colonel 
of the First Oregon Cavalry during the Civil "War. General 
Pickett, a captain in charge of the United States troops on San 
Juan Island, Washington, at the time the letter was written, 
and Colonel Maury were classmates at West Point. This letter 
was given to the writer for the Society in 1903. Coloni'J 
Maury was a resident of Jackson County, Oregon, for many 
years, and died near Jacksonville on February 20, 1906, in 
his eighty-fifth year.— George H. Himes, Assistant Secretary. 

GEO. E. PICKETT TO REUBEN F. MAURY. 

San Juan, W. T., February 13, 1861. 
My Dear Major: 

I should have answered your kind note long since, had I not see.T 
in the Portland [Oregonian?] that you were on the eve of saying good- 
bye to us. It was only by the last steamer I learned much to my grati- 
fication that the report was untrue, knowing as I did too that you 
yourself preferred being let alone. However, my dear Major, I am 
afraid it is but a short respite — for I think we [officers] of the Grande 
Armee shall be compelled to go. I much fear the Register of 1861 
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will be the last publishBd. Write me what you think the best course 
to pursue in case of a break up. What will we do with the public 
property & funds. In some places there may be a general scramble. 
Major Eagan has no money. The troops ought to be paid very 
promptly in this crisis, that is if the government wish to use them. 
I myself come from a Union loving State, but matters are taking 
such a phase at present that she & the other border & Union States 
such as Ky., Tenn., Md., Mo. cannot make their voices heard. The 
Eepublicans in their pride & flush of victory will not listen to the 
terms proposed by the conservative element from those good & true 
States, when they ask but their rights and no more. No they are 
ignominiously rejected. On the other hand I do not like to be bullied 
nor draged out of the Union by the precipitancy and indecent haste 
of South Carolina. 

Since seeing you last I have learned the sad news of my mother's 
death. Sad and desolate as it leaves me still it would be a selfish wish 
on my part that it were otherwise. For years she has been an invalid 
and lately has been a constant sufferer, uncomplaining always. My 
sister wrote me that her bodily pains were sometimes terrible to wit- 
ness. A woman of bright intelligence, very well read, and of a dis- 
position full of love and tenderness. Even to her last hour she made 
those around her happy. It is a great consolation to know ithat she 
is where she can no longer be subjected to our earthly afflictions, and 
that she did not live to see the country she was so proud of torn with 
civil strife & discord, and our once great nation a ruin. My uncle 
writes me that her estate is left to be divided amongst her three 
children, and which a year ago was worth at least $100,000 could not 
now be sold for half that sum — in fact I don't suppose it could be 
disposed of at all, on account of the depreciation in the value of 
slaves, etc. 

Everything is quiet here. We see a good deal of the offrs [officers] 
from the other camp and are on very sociable and pleasant terms. 

Please present my regards to Mrs. Alvord & Mr. Charles. Love 
to John Kellogg. 

All here Griffin included desire to be remembered to you. 

Where is Longstreet? 

Ever your friend, GEOEGE E. PICKETT. 



